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FROM THE CONSTRAINTS OF IHAM TO THE EXPANSION OF FRESH
THOUGHT: THE LITERARY AND LINGUISTIC TRANSITION FROM IHAM-GOI
TO TAZA-GOI IN THE MUGHAL ERA
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Abstract:

This study examines the literary and linguistic transition from lham-Goi (ambiguity and double meaning) to
Taza-Goi (freshness and innovation of thought) in Urdu poetry during the Mughal period. Iham-Goi played an
important role in the formative development of Urdu ghazal by introducing verbal ingenuity, multiple meanings,
wordplay, and semantic possibilities. However, its prolonged dominance gradually transformed these features
into stylistic constraints, compelling poets to seek alternative modes of poetic expression. The study argues that
the emergence of Taza-Goi was not merely a reaction against lham-Goi but the result of both internal literary
necessities and external political, social, cultural, and linguistic changes. Particular attention is given to the
role of Mirza Mazhar Jan-e-Janan in the reform of poetic language and to the subsequent contributions of Shah
Hatim, Mir Tagi Mir, Mirza Sauda, Khwaja Mir Dard, Qaim Chandpuri, and other poets. The study also
explores the influence of Persian poetic traditions, the declining influence of Wali Dakhni, the development of a
distinct linguistic identity among the poets of Delhi, and the changing cultural environment following Nadir
Shah’s invasion. It demonstrates that Taza-Goi expanded the expressive possibilities of Urdu poetry by
encouraging clarity, fluency, eloguence, imaginative depth, thematic diversity, and the use of various poetic
devices beyond the obligatory practice of Iham. Consequently, the transition from lham-Goi to Taza-Goi
contributed significantly to the formation and maturation of classical Urdu ghazal.
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“A little Learning
is a dang’rous Thing;
Drink deep, or taste not
the Pierian Spring:
There shallow Draughts intoxicate the Brain.”(1)
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“to give the charm of novelty
to things of every day,
and to excite a feeling

analogous to the supernatural,
by awakening the mind.”(4)
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“to choose incidents and situations
from common life,
and to relate or describe them

in a selection of language
really used by men.”(7)
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“There is nothing
either good or bad

but thinking
makes it so.”(15)
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“Poets are the hierophants
of an unapprehended inspiration,
the mirrors of the gigantic shadows
which futurity casts upon the present,
the words which express what they understand not.”(16)
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“when a man is capable
of being in uncertainties,
Mlysteries, doubts,
without any irritable reaching
after fact & reason.”(17)
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“To see a World
in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven
in a Wild Flower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand.”(18)
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