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ABSTRACT

The rapid proliferation of digital technologies in the twenty-first century has fundamentally transformed
the landscape of anti-Muslim prejudice, giving rise to what scholars increasingly designate as "digital
Islamophobia.” This paper presents a critical and systematic review of contemporary scholarly
literature examining the phenomenon of Islamophobia as it manifests across online platforms, social
media networks, and digital media ecosystems. Drawing on peer-reviewed articles, monographs,
institutional reports, and policy documents published between 2001 and 2024, this study analyzes the
theoretical frameworks, methodological approaches, thematic concerns, and empirical findings that
characterize the current state of academic inquiry into digital Islamophobia. The review identifies three
dominant strands within the existing literature. The first strand focuses on the production and
dissemination of anti-Muslim content across platforms such as Facebook, Twitter/X, YouTlube, and
TikTok, demonstrating how algorithmic architectures and engagement-driven design amplify
Islamophobic narratives. The second strand examines the sociopolitical contexts that fuel digital
Islamophobia, including post-9/11 securitization discourses, the global rise of right-wing populist
movements, and the instrumentalization of -Muslim sentiment in electoral politics. The third strand
investigates the psychological, social, and cultural impacts of digital Islamophobia on Muslim
communities, documenting heightened experiences of identity threat, self-censorship, and
radicalization responses. The analysis reveals significant theoretical and methodological gaps in the
current scholarship. Most notably, the literature remains disproportionately concentrated on Western,
English-language contexts, with limited engagement from Muslim-majority societies and non-Western
academic traditions. Furthermore, the intersection of artificial intelligence, automated content
moderation, and algorithmic bias in perpetuating Islamophobic content remains critically
understudied. The review also highlights definitional inconsistencies in operationalizing the concept of
digital Islamophobia, which hinder cross-study comparability and cumulative knowledge-building. This
study concludes by advocating for methodologically pluralist, cross-cultural, and interdisciplinary
research approaches that can more comprehensively capture the multidimensional nature of digital
Islamophobia. The findings carry significant implications for platform governance, counter-speech
policy, media literacy education, and the broader project of promoting digital equity and inclusion for
Muslim communities worldwide.

Keywords: Digital Islamophobia, Hate Speech , Muslim Communities, Misinformation, Counter-
Extremism,
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