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Abstract:

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712—1778), one of the most influential Enlightenment thinkers, introduced radical ideas
about human equality, freedom, and popular sovereignty that reshaped the foundations of political philosophy.
This paper explores the fundamental and paradoxical aspects of Rousseau’s political thought, with a particular
focus on The Social Contract and Discourse on the Origin of Inequality. By analyzing Rousseau’s concept of the
"general will," his vision of direct democracy, and his critique of social institutions, the article unveils both the
liberatory and authoritarian potentials embedded within his theories. Furthermore, the work engages with
critiques from later philosophers such as Isaiah Berlin and Hannah Arendt, revealing how Rousseau's notion of
freedom could be interpreted as both empowering and potentially coercive. All quotations are drawn from
Rousseau’s original English translations and supplemented by scholarly commentary. This article aims to
contribute to contemporary Urdu scholarship by offering a critical, academic, and fully referenced study of
Rousseau’s thought within the broader discourse of political philosophy.
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“Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.”(1)
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“The first man who, having enclosed a piece of ground, thought of saying ‘This is mine,’ and found people simple
enough to believe him, was the real founder of civil society.”(2)
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“Under the laws of the state, no citizen shall be rich enough to buy another, and none so poor as to be forced to sell
himself.”(3)
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“The social pact gives the body politic absolute power over all its members; and it is this power which, directed
by the general will, gives expression to equality.”(4)
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“The law is the expression of the general will. All citizens have the right to take part in its formation.”(5)
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“Sovereignty cannot be represented, for the same reason that it cannot be alienated.”(6)
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“The moment a people gives itself representatives, it is no longer free.”(7)
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“The people, being subject to the laws, ought to be their author.”(8)
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“To renounce liberty is to renounce being a man, to surrender the rights of humanity and even its duties.”(9)
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“What man loses by the social contract is his natural liberty and an unlimited right to everything he tries to get

and succeeds in getting... What he gains is civil liberty and the proprietorship of all he possesses.”(10)
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“Obedience to a law which one prescribes to oneselfis liberty.”(11)
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“To be governed by appetite alone is slavery, while obedience to a law one prescribes for oneself is
freedom.”(12)
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“Rousseau’s idea that liberty is obedience to the general will may lead to a paradox: a man may be forced to be
free.”(13)
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“The general will, for Rousseau, is not simply the sum of individual wills, but a transcendent expression of the
common good—an entity that exists only through participation and moral unity.”(14)
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“Rousseau was one of the first thinkers to link the legitimacy of government with a strong sense of national

identity rooted in shared values and customs.”(15)
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