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Abstract
The Delhi Sultanate (1206—1526 CE) represents one of the most significant
periods in the political, cultural, and religious history of the Indian subcontinent.
Established by Muslim rulers of diverse ethnic backgrounds, the Sultanate laid
the foundations for centralized governance, administrative reforms, military
organization, and the diffusion of Islamic civilization across the region. This
paper presents an analytical study of the Delhi Sultans, examining their
contributions to statecraft, socio-economic development, religious policy, and
cultural transformation.
Using historical and qualitative research methods, the study explores the reigns
of the five ruling dynasties the Mamluk, Khalji, Tughlaq, Sayyid, and Lodi
dynasties and evaluates their achievements and challenges within their respective
political and historical contexts. Attention is given to administrative innovations,
judicial institutions, revenue reforms, military expansion, architectural
patronage, and the interaction between Islamic governance and the diverse
religious and cultural traditions of the subcontinent. The paper also examines the
role of the Delhi Sultans in promoting scholarship, Persian language and
literature, Sufi movements, and intercultural exchanges that contributed to the
emergence of a distinctive Indo-Islamic civilization.
Furthermore, the study critically assesses the factors that led to the decline of the
Sultanate, including internal political instability, succession disputes, regional
rebellions, economic pressures, and external invasions, culminating in the
establishment of the Mughal Empire in 1526. The paper argues that the legacy of
the Delhi Sultanate extends beyond political history, significantly influencing
South Asia's administrative institutions, cultural heritage, religious interactions,
and architectural traditions. By providing a balanced historical analysis, this
study contributes to a deeper understanding of the enduring impact of the Delhi
Sultans on the historical development of the Indian subcontinent.
Keywords: Delhi Sultanate, Delhi Sultans, Indo-Islamic Civilization, Islamic
Governance, Medieval India, Political History.
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