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Abstract
This research article presents an analytical study of the concept of religious symbols (Sha'a'ir)
in world religions and explores their sanctity and significance within different faith traditions.
Religious symbols are the outward and inward signs through which adherents of a religion
express their worship, beliefs, and religious identity. In Islam, the term Sha'a'ir Allah (symbols
of Allah) holds immense sanctity, as they represent manifestations of faith (iman), piety
(tagwa), and servitude to the Almighty. The Holy Qur'an explicitly mentions these symbols and
elevates their veneration to the level of piety of the heart. Similarly, other world religions also
recognize symbols as fundamental to their religious identity, such as sacrifice and the house of
worship in Judaism, baptism and the cross in Christianity, and temples and ritual worship
(puja) in Hinduism. This study adopts a comparative methodology to examine these concepts
across different religious traditions, aiming to clarify that in Islam, religious symbols are not
merely rituals but serve as a profound connection between belief and practice. The research
explores the theological foundations, historical development, and contemporary relevance of
religious symbols, analyzing how they function as markers of identity, devotion, and communal
belonging. It also discusses the issue of sanctity and respect for religious symbols, highlighting
the importance of interfaith understanding and tolerance in a pluralistic world. The study
concludes that while each religious tradition has its own distinctive symbols, the underlying
purpose of these symbols is universal: they serve as a means to connect the human being with
the Divine, reinforce communal identity, and manifest the inner dimensions of faith through
outward expressions.
Keywords: Religious Symbols, Sha'a'iv, Islam, Qur'an, Comparative Religion, Sanctity,
Worship
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