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Abstract:

The concept of prophetic preference (Tafdil al-Risalah) and the structured system of prophetic attributes (Nizam
al-Khasa'is) represent foundational nodes within Islamic theology (‘Ilm al-Kalam). This research paper offers a
rigorous theological and stylistic critique of these dimensions as articulated by the eminent South Asian exegete,
Mawlana Muhammad Ali Siddiqui Kandhlawi, in his monumental work Ma ‘alim al-Qur’an. By synthesized
analysis of the apparent dialectical tension between the absolute Qur'anic assertions of prophetic hierarchy and
the canonical prophetic traditions prohibiting exclusionary superiority, Kandhlawi constructs a balanced
theological framework. He distinctively utilizes the metaphysical formulations of Imam Muhammad Qasim
Nanautawi regarding Christological realities and the intrinsic virtues of Prophet Muhammad (%), while
systematically mapping the traditional Khasa'is against the literary and syntactical paradigms of the Qur'anic
text.

In addition to its hermeneutical exploration, this study evaluates the contemporary relevance of Kandhlawi’s
theological discourse amidst modern existential challenges. In an era dominated by secular globalization, western
orientalism, and the philosophical onslaught of modern religious pluralism, Ma‘alim al-Qur’an offers a profound
intellectual antidote. The research highlights how the text establishes the absolute universal sovereignty (Al-
Ba ‘thah al- ‘Ammah) and global mercy (Rahmah lil- ‘Alamin) of the Prophet (£) as a comprehensive ideological
paradigm capable of dismantling contemporary epistemic challenges. Ultimately, this study serves to restore
theological moderation within the contemporary Muslim discourse, navigating carefully between the dual
extremes of dogmatic exaggeration (Ghulit) and modern reductionism, thereby presenting a multi-faceted model
of prophethood that is both academically robust and contextually pertinent.
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