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Abstract
This study presents a research-based and critical examination of the Vatican’s contemporary
interfaith policies through the lens of Islamic thought. In an age marked by increasing religious
diversity, globalization, and intercultural interaction, interfaith dialogue has emerged as a
significant instrument for promoting mutual understanding, peaceful coexistence, and global
cooperation. The Vatican, particularly since the Second Vatican Council, has played a prominent
role in developing and institutionalizing interfaith engagement with various religious
communities, including the Muslim world. This research explores the theoretical foundations,
historical evolution, objectives, and practical manifestations of Vatican interfaith initiatives while
assessing their compatibility with Islamic teachings and principles. The study further analyzes
Muslim—Catholic dialogue, collaborative forums, peace-building efforts, and initiatives related to
religious tolerance and human fraternity. Particular attention is given to the Islamic perspective
on interfaith relations as derived from the Qur’an, Sunnah, Islamic theology, and classical juristic
discourse. The research also critically evaluates key issues such as religious pluralism, salvation
theology, the interaction between religious and political interests, and the concerns expressed by
contemporary Muslim scholars regarding interfaith engagement. In addition, the study examines
the opportunities and challenges that characterize current Vatican—Muslim relations, including
their potential contribution to global peace, counter-extremism efforts, human rights advocacy,
and constructive coexistence. The findings suggest that Islam encourages dialogue, justice, and
peaceful interaction with followers of other faiths while maintaining clear theological boundaries
rooted in the doctrines of Tawhid and Prophethood. Consequently, meaningful interfaith
cooperation is considered both possible and beneficial when it serves common humanitarian
objectives without compromising essential religious beliefs and identities. The study concludes
that a balanced approach combining theological integrity with constructive engagement offers the
most viable framework for future Vatican—Muslim relations.
Keywords: Vatican, Interfaith Dialogue, Islam, Muslim—Catholic Relations, Religious Pluralism,
Interreligious Relations, Islamic Theology, Human Fraternity, Religious Coexistence,
Contemporary Vatican Policies.
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“Dialogue is a conversation on a common subject between two or more persons

with differing views, the primary purpose of which is for each participant to learn
from the other.”!
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“Interreligious dialogue does not merely aim at mutual understanding and friendly
relations, but seeks deeper knowledge and enrichment.” 2
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1 Swidler, Leonard, Dialogue for Interreligious Understanding, (New York: Pal grave Macmillan, 201 4),11.
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The Church regards with esteem also the Muslims. They adore the one God, living
and subsisting in Himself, merciful and all-powerful.” >
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Muslim-Christian dialogue has become one of the most significant dimensions of
contemporary interfaith engagement.” %
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“Catholics and Muslims are called to be instruments of love and harmony among
believers and for humanity at large.”’
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> Vatican Council 11, Nostra Aetate, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1965 ),3
6 Esposito, John L., Islam and Politics, (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1998),289

7 Catholic-Muslim Forum, Final Declaration, (Vatican City: Vatican Press, 2008), 4
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“Constructive engagement between Muslim institutions and the Vatican has
opened new avenues for ethical cooperation.”
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“Faith leads a believer to see in the other a brother or sister to be supported and loved.”
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“No peace among the nations without peace among the religions.”!?
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8 Ramadan, Tariq, Western Muslims and the Future of Islam, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004),218.
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“Dialogue is the path toward peace, mutual respect and understanding.”?
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“Meaningful relations between Christians and Muslims require sustained dialogue
and mutual recognition.”!*
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“All the great world faiths embody different perceptions and conceptions of the
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“Those who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of Christ or His
Church, yet sincerely seek God, may achieve eternal salvation.”>°
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“Religions increasingly play a major role in global politics and international
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“Soft power rests on the ability to attract and co-opt rather than coerce.”*
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“Interfaith dialogue must avoid reducing religions to mere ethical systems devoid
of metaphysical truth.”*8
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