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Abstract

This study explores the methodological framework of Hadith criticism employed by two eminent modern scholars,
Shaykh Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani (1914-1999) and Hafiz Zubair Ali Zai (1963-2013), highlighting their
seminal contributions to the authentication, classification, and critical evaluation of Hadith literature. Both
scholars emphasized a rigorous, evidence-based, and systematic approach to distinguishing authentic (Sahih)
narrations from weak (Da ‘if) or fabricated (Maudu ) ones, based on stringent isnad (chain of transmission) and
matn (textual) analysis. Their methodology incorporates principles such as the non-acceptance of Da ‘if Hadith
for legal or doctrinal derivations, the conditional acceptability of Mawkuf narrations in jurisprudential contexts,
and the careful evaluation of Munqgati‘ (interrupted), Shadh (anomalous), Mukhtalt (mixed), and Matruq
(abandoned) narrations. Additionally, they meticulously assessed narrators’ reliability, including considerations
of excessive error (Su’ Hifz), anonymity (Majhul), and moral or scholarly trustworthiness, thereby ensuring the
precision of Hadith verification. The study demonstrates their shared commitment to intellectual rigor,
impartiality, and adherence to classical Usul al-Hadith, while simultaneously addressing contemporary
challenges in Hadith research. Their contributions provide a critical framework for contemporary Islamic
scholarship, fostering a disciplined engagement with prophetic traditions and promoting methodological clarity
in Hadith authentication and application. This comparative analysis underscores the enduring scholarly
significance of Albani and Zai in shaping modern Hadith studies and guiding the Muslim ummah towards
authentic sources.

Keywords: Hadith Criticism, Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Hafiz Zubair Ali Zai, Hadith Authentication,
Usul al-Hadith, Narrator Evaluation.
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