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Abstract

This research paper presents a critical and analytical study of the ongoing mutual struggle
between Islam and Western civilization. The study traces the intellectual roots of the "Clash of
Civilizations" thesis, beginning with Arnold Toynbee's concept of "encounter" and Bernard
Lewis's articulation of "Muslim rage," culminating in Samuel P. Huntington's influential but
problematic theory. The research critically examines how Western scholars, policymakers, and
intellectuals have constructed a narrative of inevitable civilizational conflict, particularly
targeting Islam as the primary future threat to Western hegemony. The study analyzes the
historical and intellectual foundations of Western civilization, highlighting its inherent flaws,
including the absence of a comprehensive sacred law within Christianity, which led to secularism,
excessive individualism, the destruction of the family system, sexual permissiveness,
environmental degradation, and the loss of objective meaning in life. By contrast, the research
presents Islam as a complete and balanced civilization rooted in divine guidance (Shari'ah), which
integrates spiritual and material dimensions, prioritizes both individual and communal rights,
preserves the family as the fundamental social unit, and views nature as subservient to humanity
rather than an enemy to be conquered. The study demonstrates that while Western civilization
seeks universal dominance through political and economic power, Islamic civilization offers a
universal message based on justice, mercy, and moral excellence, as embodied in the Prophetic
mission of mercy to all worlds (Rahmatan lil-'Alamin). The research concludes that the alleged
inevitable clash is not a natural outcome but a constructed narrative serving Western geopolitical
interests, and that genuine civilizational dialogue remains possible through mutual respect,
Jjustice, and recognition of shared human values.
Key Words: Clash of Civilizations, Western civilization, Islamic civilization, Huntington, mutual
struggle, secularism, civilizational dialogue
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"' Toynbee, Arnold, Civilization on Trial, p.277
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"...future conflicts will be sparked by cultural factors rather than economics or
ideology."

_,"QJ:;V"W:@lﬁ&&}gd}m(;&&js’uﬁ;:é|} 6
" Politics and the Soviet Union, p. 13.

® The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of World Order, p.28.

THE STUDY OF RELIGION AND HISTORY (SRH)

584


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-3329
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-3337

. vwe Y, THE STUDY OF RELIGION AND HISTORY
_Religion Y ISSN P: 3006-3329
. Jy Vol.3, No.d, 2025 ISSN E: 3006-3337

e WE Ak

=1

o . " , s _ L s “ e 2 e o,

AT L i i FF L un il I B LS U I o B L

:‘aw/LnZ;_Jc«/r‘

"...the potentially most dangerous enmities occur across the fault lines between the
world's major civilizations."

;tzfé.,m;gn;_jﬁw,iun@c}/;udecé'w?z_g;.‘!&g B B LS
e it Il S st
el

"In this new world, local politics is the politics of ethnicity, global politics is the
politics of civilizations. The rivalry of the superpowers is replaced by the clash of

civilizations. "’
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"In this new world the most pervasive, and dangerous conflicts will not be between
social classes, rich and poor, or that economically defined groups, but between
peoples belonging to different cultural entities."”
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"In the short term, it is clearly in the interests of the West to promote greater
cooperation and unity within its own civilization, to incorporate into the West
societies in Eastern Europe and Latin America, to promote cooperation relations
with Russia and Japan, and to limit the expansion of the military strength of
Confucian and Islamic states, in the longer term, as the military and economic
strength of non-western civilizations increase, the west must develop a more
profound undertaking of these civilizations and expend major efforts to coexist with
them in an increasingly interpenetrated global society."?

? Ibid, 20.
" Ibid, 28.

Ju’:;h~f’unU:;‘J?'uG/5kr(3}}rU/lJU);‘;{J;?C‘L:G&:»’/ 1
' The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of World Order, p.28.

" Retrieved from: http://Www.ael.org/issue/29 196
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"People were variously impressed, intrigued, outraged, frightened, and perplexed
by my argument that the central and most dangerous dimension of the emerging
global politics would be conflict between groups from differing civilizations.""*
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"The West's universalist pretentions increasingly bring it into conflict which other
civilizations, most seriously with Islam and China. i3
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"Asian civilizations are expanding their economic, military, and political strength,
Islam is exploding demographically with destabilizing consequences for Muslim
countries and their neighbors; and non-western civilizations generally are
reaffirming the value of their own cultures."'®
uﬁg)dllf"'l?;/l;‘ldk/;!&k:@@dub{f:/f‘a%’/m%Q)/l;oﬁﬂka»;(é LI L7 Sb1gu
e AP E G el Sk e SN s U S o i e (o d
"The Islamic resurgence is the effort by Muslims to achieve this goal. It is a broad
intellectual, cultural, social, and political movement prevalent throughout the
Islamic world. Islamic "fundamentalism" commonly conceived as political Islam,
is only one component in the much more extensive revival of Islamic ideas,
practices, and rhetoric and the rededication to Islam by Muslim populations. The
Resurgence is mainstream not extremist, pervasive not isolated.""’
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' The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of World Order, p. 13.
" Ibid, p. 20.
" Ibid, p. 20.

" Ibid, p.110.
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"... the present encounter between Islam and the West will have on the future of
mankind no influence whatsoever."”’

"® Ibid, p.105-06.
" Ibid, p.184.

* Toynbee, Civilization on Trial, p.201.
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"... that the great event of the twentieth century was the impact of the Western Civilization upon all the
other living societies of the world."?!
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"... the assumption that there is 'only one river of civilization, our own, and that all
others are either tributary to it or lost in the desert sands... In the late twentieth

century have blossomed forth in the widespread and parochial conceit that the
European Civilization of West is now the Universal civilization of the world."**
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"The West is attempting and will continue to attempt to sustain its preeminent

position and defend its interests by defining those interests as in interests of the
'world community'. That phrase has become the euphemistic collective noun to give
global legitimacy to actions reflecting the interests of the United States and other
Western Powers.
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"The West is the only Civilization which has substantial interests in every other
civilization or region and has the ability to effect the politics, economics, and

security of every other civilization or region. Societies from other civilizations
usually need Western help to achieve their goals and protect their interests."*
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' bid, p.214.
22 The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of World Order, p. 55.
> Ibid, p. 184.

*Ibid, p.81.
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"There is today a danger of disarray and total disorder in modern society even
amidst all the political power and economic wealth which it possesses."’
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"Christianity on the other hand in conformity with the esoteric character, came as
a spiritual way without a Sacred Law. Christ brought a way that was not of this
world and a set of exalted spiritual teachings which can be followed fully only by a
society of saints."°

25 Nasr, Syed Hossein, A Young Muslim's Guide to the Modern World, p. 207.
26 The Encounter of Man and Nature, p. 134.
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"The very fact there was not within Christianity a detailed instruction about social
structure and economic practices led, with a weakening of Christianity in the West,
to economic practices and applications of technology to an amassment of wealth
which knows no bounds and limits. It has also led to the creation of a modern
civilization which has spread to other continents and has brought about political
and military situations in which the choice has often had to be made between
annihilation and the sacrifice of those values which give dignity to human life-"*’
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"This (first) group proposed that Muslims should put aside all the philosophical
and artistic development of Islamic civilization, the easy mode of life of the big
cities and the luxury which accompanied it. This return, they claimed, would
strengthen Islam once again. The second possibility was to say that Islam had to be

%" The Encounter of Man and Nature, p. 135.
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modified or modernized in order to accommodate itself to the onslaught of the West
with its own worldview, philosophy and ideology."*
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The attack against the integrity of the Hadith literature has as one of its major
objectives, whether realized consciously or not, to remove the divinely ordained
criterion for judging Muslims and therefore to leave the door open for men to follow
the line of least resistance before modernism.”*’
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*® Nasr, Syed Hossein, A Young Muslim's Guide to the Modern World, p. 119.

** A Young Muslim's Guide to the Modern World, p. 119.
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wyzd S
"The modern life style is also characterized to a large extent by an earnest search
for meaning. It is the loss of the meaning of life for many of the young that leads

them either down the road of immediate sensual gratification through sexuality or
the use of drugs and in some cases to violence a and crime."’
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*% Nasr, Syed Hossein, A Young Muslim's Guide to the Modern World, p. 233.
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"There are many people in the West who follow Christianity but to an ever greater
extent especially in big cities not only sexuality outside of marriage but also
infidelity within marriage, as well as various forms to homosexuality have become
more and more prevalent during the last generation."’
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*Mbid p. 231.
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"The major force behind the changes that occur so abruptly in the social order in
the modern world is what is called individualism or the rights of the individual."’
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"It is the purely earthly man defined by rationalism and humanism who developed
seventeenth century science based upon the domination and conquest of nature who
sees nature as his enemy and who continues to rape and destroy the natural
environment always in the name of the rights of man."*
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32 Nasr, Syed Hossein, A Young Muslim's Guide to the Modern World, p. 201.
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34 Nasr, Hossein, A Need for a Sacred Science, p. 136.
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“Modernization, in short, does not necessarily mean Westernization." "The concept

of universal civilization is a distinctive product of Western civilization. In the
nineteenth century the idea of the white man's burden' helped to justify the extension

*° The Holy Bible, St. Mathew (Book), chapter 15, verse 24.
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of Western political and economic domination over non-Western societies. At the
end of twentieth century the concept of a universal civilization helps to justify
Western cultural dominance of other societies and the need for those societies to
ape Western practices and institutions. Universalism is the ideology of the West for
confrontations with non-Western cultures.”’
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“Today the whole World is bent on being modern: but this agreeable word 'modern’
is a euphemism. It is a substitute for the less agreeable word 'Western' One may
want to adopt an alien way of life, or, short of wanting to, one may feel that this is
the only alternative to going under. But it goes against the grain to admit that one's
own ancestral way of life is not adequate to the situation in which one now finds
oneself. The word 'modern’ saves face, so it has become a holy word, and it has
brought along with it two other holy words: 'science' and 'democracy' every nation
and every individual in the present-day world feels bound to lay claim to being
'modern’, 'scientific', and 'democratic' To disclaim any one of these sanctifying
epithets, and, a fortiori, to disclaim the whole trio, would be tantamount to
confessing that one was willfully putting outside the pale of civilization and was
deliberately choosing to sit in outer darkness."®
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** Toynbee, Present day experiment in western civilization, oxford, university press, 1962, p. 24.
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