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Abstract
This research paper presents a comparative analysis of the concept of Qat T al-Dalalah
(definitive indication) as developed within the Farahi school of Qur’anic exegesis. The
study examines the intellectual foundations laid by Hamid al-Din Farahi (1863-1930),
developed by Amin Ahsan Islahi (1904-1997), and articulated by Javed Ahmad Ghamidi
(b. 1951). The research investigates how these three generations of scholars
conceptualized definitive meaning in Qur’anic interpretation through the principle of
Nazm (coherence). The paper argues that the Farahi school’s approach represents a
significant departure from classical Usuli formulations, shifting the basis of textual
certainty from lexical-grammatical analysis to structural-contextual coherence.
Through systematic examination of primary sources, the study demonstrates a
methodological evolution across the three thinkers while maintaining core
commitments to Qur’anic coherence as the hermeneutic key. The research concludes
that the Farahi school offers a distinctive theory of Qat‘t al-Dalalah integrating

classical Usul principles with modern hermeneutic insights.

Keywords: Qat T al-Dalalah, Farahi School, Nazm al-Qur an, Qur anic Hermeneutics,
Usiil al-Tafsir, Islamic Epistemology, Ghamidi
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