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Abstract
This study presents a comparative analysis of the personality and role of Elijah in Judaism and
the concept of Imam Mahdi (A.S.) in Islam, exploring their theological, eschatological, and
reformative dimensions. In Jewish tradition, Elijah is regarded as a revered prophet who did not
experience death but was taken up to heaven, and is expected to return before the coming of the
Messiah. He symbolizes divine intervention, moral revival, and the restoration of faith among the
Israelites. His anticipated return is closely associated with eschatological hope and the
establishment of justice. In contrast, the concept of Imam Mahdi (A.S.) in Islam represents a
divinely guided leader who will appear before the Day of Judgment to eradicate injustice, establish
peace, and restore true Islamic teachings. While Sunni and Shia perspectives differ in certain
theological details, both traditions affirm the Mahdi’s role as a reformer and a unifier of the
Muslim community. The Mahdi embodies the culmination of eschatological expectations and the
fulfillment of divine promise. This comparative study highlights both similarities and differences
between the two figures, particularly in terms of their roles in end-time narratives, their spiritual
authority, and their significance in shaping religious consciousness. The research underscores
how both traditions envision a future guided by divine justice, while differing in doctrinal
interpretations and historical development.
Keywords: Elijah, Judaism, Imam Mahdi, Islam, Eschatology, Comparative Religion, Messianic Beliefs
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“And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto
Ahab...”!
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“Elias appears suddenly in the narrative as a prophet of judgment during
a time of apostasy.”
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“And the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice...”?
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“Through Elijah, drought and rain become instruments of divine will.”*
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! Henry Scott «The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) <Vol. 2 «p. 312
2 Clarke, Adam, Commentary on the Bible, (New York, Abingdon Press, 1825), Vol. 2, p. 451

3 Henry Scott <The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) «Vol. 2 «p. 328
* McKenzie, John L., Dictionary of the Bible, (New York, Macmillan, 1965), p. 266
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“Elias becomes a mystical visitor, bridging heaven and earth.”
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“And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.”®
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“His ascension without death made him a symbol of immortality.”’
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“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord.”®
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“Elias is the harbinger of the Messiah, restoring faith and order.”’
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3 Neusner, Jacob, The Talmud of Babylonia, (Atlanta, Scholars Press, 1991), Vol. 5, p. 78

6 Henry Scott <The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) «Vol. 2 «p. 335
7 Encyclopaedia Judaica, (Jerusalem, Keter Publishing, 1972), Vol. 6, p. 635

8 Henry Scott <The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) «Vol. 2 «p. 412
? Vermes, Geza, The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls, (London, Penguin Books, 2004), p. 412
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“How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow
him...”1°
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“Elijah’s mission was to restore the exclusive worship of Yahweh
among Israel.”!!
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“And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of
the Lord...”!?
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10 Henry Scott <The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) «Vol. 2 «p. 326
! Freedman, David Noel, Anchor Bible Dictionary, (New York, Doubleday, 1992), Vol. 2, p. 475
12 Henry Scott «The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) «Vol. 2 «p. 327
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“Elijah embodies zeal for the purity of faith against idolatry.”!?
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“And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.”!*
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“Elijjah’s ascent gave rise to the belief in his continued life and
return.”!>
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“Elijah is seen as the reconciler who prepares Israel for redemption.”!®
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13 Neusner, Jacob, The Religion of the Jews, (New York, Routledge, 2003), p. 198

14 Henry Scott <The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) «Vol. 2 «p. 335
15 Encyclopaedia Judaica, (Jerusalem, Keter Publishing, 1972), Vol. 6, p. 636

16 Vermes, Geza, Scripture and Tradition in Judaism, (Leiden, Brill, 1973), p. 289
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“At Passover, a cup of wine is set aside for Elijah, symbolizing hope
for his coming.”!’
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“Elijah’s presence in ritual reflects his enduring role in Jewish
consciousness.”!8
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17 Goldin, Judah, The Living Talmud, (New York, Mentor Books, 1957), p. 156
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“The Mahdi will establish justice and equity across the world.”*
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“The Sunni view regards the Mahdi as a future leader, while the Shia
doctrine affirms his present existence in occultation.”??
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“Signs preceding the Mahdi include widespread turmoil and moral
decline.””
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22 Siddiqi, Abdul Hamid, Sahih Muslim Commentary, (Lahore, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, 1976),
Vol. 3, p. 210
2 Momen, Moojan, An Introduction to Shi'i Islam, (New Haven, Yale University Press, 1985), p. 168
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23 Esposito, John L., The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality?, (New York, Oxford University Press,
1992), p. 87
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“Al-Mahdi occupies a central place in Islamic eschatological
expectations.”?’
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“The Mahdi’s mission is to eradicate oppression and restore moral
order.”3?
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“He will unify the Muslim community under a single just leadership.”>?

LS e L e s
e bt L7 e el P el G S F AL st

oS (Salals pure 0ol 548 s 13] ol S

Kt S A o S il p it F 2 el
J}/uﬁf"u(fw&;agéﬁf}&v{'ui»[}’»‘aﬁ?m&wuuﬁtﬁ‘LJﬁm'.ﬁ/J}}‘é’,{'qwu[z
_‘Lb@gg@wlK;,;y"&ijmqr,«,&wuﬁf‘gu@/?/}LV{/’JMJi/Ju,{I/wLU/’-Zun

“Jesus will support the Mahdi in establishing justice and defeating
evil.”3*

39 Cook, David, Studies in Muslim Apocalyptic, (Princeton, Darwin Press, 2002), p. 156
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“Al-Mahdi represents the culmination of Islamic hopes for a just and
guided world order.”*
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“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord.”?*
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35 Cook, David, Studies in Muslim Apocalyptic, (Princeton, Darwin Press, 2002), p. 160
36 Henry Scott <The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) <Vol. 2 «p. 412
1367/2 (2000 wdlaedlyls (L) etz lo Gl e clssy (2 dazes -tz lo () 7

224


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-3329
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-3337

14

The Study of THE STUDY OF

f Religion ¥, REIIGION AND HISTORY | ISSN P: 30063329
\, ,ﬁndHlstorH / ISSN E: 3006-3337
N/ b

\‘.
W,

=
g

Vol.3, No.4, 2025

O’Qlc«/’”-%&@égdb’u&b}uguﬁc«y’;ui»LLI?L;?!&J/;l;/l@ﬂ#!-uj?_nﬁ:l?/’ubd:/ﬁ’
:uji_T/jr//“LLiL&LJ}mLHJ/JyJ/ﬁ/@

“How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow
him...”
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“The Mahdi is either awaited as a future or believed to be in
occultation.”*?
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“And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.”*!
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38 Henry Scott «The Holy Bible with Commentary «(London, Oxford Press, 1890) <Vol. 2 «p. 326
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%0 Momen, Moojan, An Introduction to Shi'i Islam, (New Haven, Yale University Press, 1985), p. 168
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“At Passover, a cup of wine is set aside for Elijah...”*
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“The Mahdi symbolizes the ultimate hope for justice in Islam.”**
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4 Goldin, Judah, The Living Talmud, (New York, Mentor Books, 1957), p. 156
4 Esposito, John L., Islam: The Straight Path, (New York, Oxford University Press, 1998), p. 210
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