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Abstract

This article presents a detailed analysis of the prioritization of sources in the
biography of the Prophet Muhammad (Sirah). On one hand, it examines the methodology of
traditional scholars, who employ a well-reasoned hierarchy of sources: the Qur’an, the
Sahihayn, the other Kutub al-Sittah, followed by works such as those of lbn Ishag—Ibn
Hisham, al-Waqidi, and al-Tabari. On the other hand, it explores the approach of
modernists, who prioritize historical plausibility, rational acceptability, and comparative
study as the primary criteria. The article compares the theoretical foundations of both
methodologies, their principles for classifying sources, and the practical implications of
each. It concludes that the traditional scholarly hierarchy is not only internally coherent but
also indispensable for a sound understanding of Sirah sources, whereas modernist criteria
are sometimes susceptible to personal and ideological biases.
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'Hadith literature cannot be used uncritically as history; what is needed is a criterion

not just of isnadic criticism but of historical probability and contextual plausibility — the

question must always be: does this tradition fit the historical situation of early Islam?""’
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> William Muir, The Life of Mahomet, Smith, Elder & Co., London, 1861, Vol. 1, p. xxxiv
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‘The existence of a tendency to project later norms back into the time of the Prophet
provides a strong presumption against the authenticity of traditions which seem to serve

party interests or legitimize existing practices..'15
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devised in the pre-modern world. Unlike the Western method of historical plausibility, it
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' M. M. Azami, Studies in Early Hadith Literature, American Trust Publications, Indianapolis, 1978,
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17 W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Medina, Oxford University Press, 1956, p. x
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'Ibn Ishaq's Sira, even if it contains traditions of dubious authenticity, remains our

most important narrative source for the life of the Prophet. The modernist historian must use
it critically but cannot ignore it; its information about the early community is irreplaceable.
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