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Abstract

This research article presents an analytical study of the discrepancy concerning the
number of prophetic battles (ghazawat) as recorded in the canonical hadith collections
(Kutub al-Sittah) and classical sirah literature. The traditions transmitted from the
Companions reveal varying figures: Zayd ibn Arqam reports nineteen, Jabir ibn ‘Abd
Allah twenty-one, al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib fifteen, and Buraydah ibn al-Husayb sixteen.
Similarly, early scholars of sirah and maghazi—such as Ibn Ishaq, al-Wagqidi, and Ibn
Sa‘d—present differing counts. This study investigates the underlying causes of these
variations, demonstrating that they stem not from contradiction but from differences
in definition, methodology, the age and participation of the Companions, the inclusion
or exclusion of expeditions without actual combat, and whether temporally proximate
events were counted separately or combined. The analysis further explores how later
traditionists, particularly Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani, reconciled these narrations,
concluding that such variations constitute a difference in enumeration rather than a
substantive historical contradiction. By examining the isnad chains, the classifications
of early scholars, and the methodological approaches of sirah compilers, this study
contributes to a deeper understanding of how prophetic military history was preserved
and transmitted across Islamic scholarly traditions.

Keywords: Ghazawat (Prophetic Battles), Discrepancy in Number, Kutub al-Sittah
(Six Canonical Hadith Collections), Maghazi Literature, Strah, Isnad Analysis, Ibn
Hajar al-*Asqalani, Companions’ Narrations, Historical Methodology, Early Islamic
Historiography
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