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Abstract

This article presents a comparative analysis of two fundamental approaches to historical
criticism in the research and compilation of the Prophetic Sirah (peace be upon him): on
one hand, the traditional muhaddithiin methodology, which is based on the science
of Asma’ al-Rijal (biographical evaluation of narrators), Jarh wa Ta ‘dil (criticism and
validation), and the authentication of chains of transmission (isnad); on the other hand,
the contemporary Orientalist approach, which employs the tools of historical criticism,
intertextual analysis, and social anthropology. The article compares the theoretical
foundations, historical evolution, research methods, and outcomes of these two
methodologies, demonstrating that the traditional muhaddithiin approach is not only more
coherent in its internal consistency but also offers more reliable criteria for authenticating
strah sources than contemporary methodologies. Instances of dialogue between the two
approaches are also highlighted in certain contexts.
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'If we are to understand Muhammad, we must try to see things as he saw them. He
was not simply a political genius, but a man who responded to religious and moral needs

of his people.’
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4 Ignaz Goldziher, Muhammedanische Studien, Vol. 2, Halle, 1890, p. 18;

> W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, Oxford University Press, 1961, p. 234
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Schacht argued: "The more perfect the isnad, the later the tradition. A perfect isnad
reaching back to the Prophet himself is in fact an indication that the tradition is a late

forgery.6
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Said wrote: 'Orientalism is a style of thought based upon an ontological and
epistemological distinction made between the Orient and the Occident... The Orient was
almost a European invention, and had been since antiquity a place of romance, exotic

. . - 8
beings, haunting memories and landscapes.
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¥ Edward Said, Orientalism, Pantheon Books, New York, 1978, p. 1
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Watt wrote: "The Constitution of Medina is almost certainly an authentic document,
or rather a collection of authentic documents...*®
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