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Abstract

This research article presents a comprehensive analytical study of the distribution of
war booty (mal-e-ghanimah) during the prophetic battles (ghazawat) within the
framework of figh al-hadith (the jurisprudence of prophetic traditions). The system of
war booty held profound economic, military, and social significance in the early
Islamic period. The study is centered on a comparative analysis of detailed accounts
found in the Qur’an, prophetic traditions (ahadith), sirah literature, and maghazi
works. The research demonstrates that the rulings on the distribution of booty
underwent a developmental process, being implemented in various forms during key
battles such as Badr, Uhud, Khaybar, and Hunayn. In addition to tracing this
evolution, the study highlights how these prophetic practices reflect a dynamic legal
framework responsive to changing circumstances. Finally, it critically analyzes the
divergent opinions among classical jurists regarding certain aspects of booty
distribution, along with the evidentiary grounds for their positions. It also underscores
the relevance of revisiting such foundational rulings to better grasp the principles of
justice and socio-economic balance in Islamic law.

Keywords: Mal al-Ghanima, Khums, Fay', Figh al-Hadith, Prophetic Biography,
Ghazawat, System of Distribution
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