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Abstract

Najeeba Arif is a contemporary Urdu short story writer renowned for her nuanced portrayal of women'’s
lived experiences and social realities. This paper critically examines the representation of women’s
insecurity in public spaces in her short stories, highlighting how patriarchal norms and societal
surveillance constrain women’s freedom and autonomy. Arif’s narratives depict women navigating
unfamiliar streets, crowded markets, and communal areas, where they encounter intrusive gazes, societal
scrutiny, and the constant threat of harassment. These literary depictions not only reflect the physical and
psychological challenges women face but also critiqgue broader gendered power structures that
perpetuate their vulnerability. Through her stories, Arif illuminates the tension between a woman'’s desire
for agency and the limitations imposed by societal expectations, offering a profound commentary on the
persistence of gender-based insecurity in contemporary urban life.
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We define public spaces are open, publicly accessible places where
people go for group or individual activities...that accommodates
people for specific purposes and becomes, over time, a site that
people rely on to meet, relax, protest, or market...People need

links to the world, and some are provided by the spaces they
inhabit and the activities occurring within these spaces.3
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...Space and place, spaces and places, and our senses of them (and

such related things as our degrees of mobility) are gendered

through and through. Moreover they are gendered in a myriad

different ways, which vary between cultures and over time. And
this gendering of space and place both reflects and has effects back
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on the ways in which gender is constructed and understood in the
societies in which we live.4
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The construction of 'home' as a woman's place has, moreover,
carried through into those views of place itself as a source of
stability, reliability and authenticity. Such views of place, which
reverberate with nostalgia for something lost, are coded female.6
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