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Abstract

The history of the world bears witness to the fact that just as Allah Almighty arranged for the material needs of
human beings, He also provided a comprehensive system for their intellectual, moral, and spiritual guidance.
Accordingly, from the very beginning of human history, a continuous chain of prophets and messengers was
established so that the light of truth might reach every nation and region. The purpose of this divine arrangement
was to acquaint humanity with its Creator, to teach the distinction between good and evil, and to guide people
toward the true purpose of life. The influence of this guidance became evident in different civilizations and
societies. The Holy Qur’an clarifies this historical and universal reality through the doctrine of the universality
of prophethood, declaring that there has been no community to which a guide and a warner was not sent by Allah.
In light of this doctrine, when non-Semitic religions particularly Buddhism are examined analytically, an
important question arises: whether the ethical teachings of Buddhism, its spirituality based on asceticism and
meditation, and its concept of salvation are echoes of a previous revealed religion or merely the product of human
thought. This research is based on this very question and presents an analytical study of Buddhism in the context
of the Qur’anic doctrine of the universality of prophethood, in order to better understand the continuity and
significance of divine guidance in the history of religions.

Keywords: Universality of Prophethood, Qur’anic Perspective, Buddhism, Comparative
Religion, Divine Guidance.
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The history of Buddhism spans almost 2,500 years from its origin in India with
Siddhattha Gotama (Pali, Skt Siddhartha Gautama), through its spread to most
parts of Asia and, in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, to the West.
Buddha was ‘one of the most brilliant and original thinkers of all time, whose
‘ideas should form part of the education of every child, the world over’, which
‘would make the world a more civilized place, both gentler and more
intelligent’, and with Buddhism, at least in numerical terms, as ‘the greatest
movement in the entire history of human ideas. While its fortunes have waxed

and waned over the ages, over half of the present world population live in areas
where it is, or has been, a dominant cultural force.”
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Confess and believe in God, who is the worthy object of obedience. For equal
to this belief I declare into you he shall not find such a means of Propitiating
Heaven First Dhaulia Edict (Prinsep). Among whomsoever the name of God
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means that prophecy in Islam is not a tribal or national phenomenon but a
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“The Qur’anic doctrine of prophecy affirms that God has sent messengers to

all nations. Therefore many ancient traditions may preserve remnants of an
original revealed wisdom that was later altered or forgotten®*”.
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“Islam recognizes the universality of revelation and prophecy. The Qur’an
itself affirms that every community has received a messenger. This means that
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33. Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’an (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009), 82.
34, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Islam: Religion, History and Civilization (New York: HarperCollins, 2003), 46.
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divine guidance was not confined to the Semitic world but extended to all
human societies®>”.
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