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Abstract

This research article presents a comprehensive analytical study of the concept of Haq (Right/Truth) by
examining its linguistic, terminological, Qur anic, Prophetic, and historical dimensions, with particular emphasis
on the evolution of human rights in Islamic thought in comparison with pre-Islamic civilizations. The study begins
by exploring the lexical meanings of the word Hagq, highlighting its rich semantic scope in classical Arabic.
Lexicographers such as Imam Raghib al-Isfahani, Ibn Manzur, and authoritative works like Al-Qamus al-Muhit
define Haq as truth, justice, certainty, established reality, lawful ownership, and that which stands in opposition
to falsehood (batil). Linguistically, Haq denotes something so firmly established that its denial becomes
impossible, reflecting solidity, correctness, and inevitability.The Qur’anic usage of Haq further expands its
conceptual depth. The Qur’an employs this single term in multiple contexts, referring at times to Allah Almighty
Himself, at other times to the Qur’an, Islam, divine guidance, worship, and even jihad. This semantic versatility
demonstrates the miraculous eloquence of the Qur’an, wherein one word conveys multiple precise meanings
according to context. Classical exegetes, including al-Damaghani and commentators cited in Zad al-Masir,
explain that despite its varied applications, Haq consistently embodies justice, truth, balance, and divine order.
The Qur’an presents Haq as an absolute value upon which the stability of the heavens and the earth depends,
thereby elevating it beyond a mere legal or social construct to a universal and metaphysical principle.The study
also analyzes the use of Haq in the Prophetic traditions (Ahadith), where it appears in diverse meanings such as
truthful vision (ru’ya sadiqah), obligatory entitlements, and the moral imperative of fulfilling the rights of others.
Statements like “Allah has given every rightful person his right” emphasize that rights in Islam are divinely
sanctioned and morally binding. Classical scholars such as Ibn al-Athir explain that the Prophetic usage of Haq
reinforces its sacred nature and establishes accountability for its fulfillment at both individual and collective
levels .From a terminological perspective, Muslim jurists and modern legal scholars have defined Haq in various
yet closely related ways. Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi defines it as an established reality whose denial is
impermissible. Contemporary Muslim thinkers and Western legal theorists, including T.H. Green and T.E.
Holland, describe rights as recognized powers, social claims, or legally protected interests that serve the common
good. Despite differences in expression, these definitions converge on the notion that rights are inseparable from
Justice, legal authority, and societal welfare.

The second major part of the article critically examines the condition of human rights in pre-Islamic
civilizations. In ancient India, the caste system rooted in Hindu religious literature institutionalized extreme social
inequality, denying basic human dignity to lower castes, particularly the Shudras and untouchables. In ancient
Greece, despite its reputation as the cradle of political philosophy, society was sharply divided into free citizens,
slaves, and foreigners, with political rights reserved for a small elite. Philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle
Justified social hierarchy and even slavery on intellectual and racial grounds. Similarly, in the Roman Empire,
although certain legal protections existed, full citizenship and political rights were largely confined to the
aristocracy, while the majority of the population remained marginalized.The situation in pre-Islamic Arabia is
analyzed as a mixed model. While Makkah functioned as a city-state with certain welfare practices and
consultative institutions like Dar al-Nadwabh, tribal anarchy, continuous warfare, and the absence of universal
legal protections prevailed across the Arabian Peninsula. The Hilf al-Fudul pact, however, stands out as an early
moral attempt to protect the oppressed and restrain injustice, reflecting a nascent awareness of human rights.

In the final section, the article categorizes rights into moral and legal rights, further dividing legal rights
into social, economic, and political rights. Moral rights depend on individual conscience and ethical
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responsibility, while legal rights are enforceable through state authority and judicial mechanisms. The study
concludes that Islam introduced a comprehensive, balanced, and universal framework of rights grounded in divine
Justice, human dignity, and equality. Unlike pre-Islamic systems based on race, class, or power, the Islamic
concept of Haq establishes an enduring model of human rights that harmonizes moral obligation with legal
enforcement, offering a sustainable foundation for justice in both individual and collective life.
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