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Abstract:

Feminism is a movement that originated in the West and advocates for women's
religious, economic, and political rights to be equal to men's. However, many women
do not believe in these rights as presented by Western movements. FEMEN is a radical
feminist group founded in Ukraine in 2008 by Anna Hutsol. The organization's goal is
to fight for women's rights through provocative, topless protests against sexual
exploitation, patriarchy, dictatorship, and religious institutions. They are known for
their slogan, "Our mission is protest," and their activists often face legal consequences
and arrests.Initially, FEMEN focused on issues in Ukraine, such as sexual tourism and
poverty. However, after relocating its headquarters to Paris, the organization
expanded its scope to international issues. Key figures like Inna Shevchenko, who took
over leadership in 2013, have played a significant role in establishing international
training centers and branches in various countries, including France, Germany, Israel,
and the United States.

The group's controversial methods, which include public nudity, are explained as the
only way to get noticed in their home country. While their objectives, such as combating
prostitution and sexual exploitation, are widely supported, their extreme and often
aggressive approach has been criticized for being counterproductive and polarizing,
particularly when targeting religious or national institutions. The movement aims to
create a platform for women to fight for justice and challenge patriarchal structures,
but its confrontational tactics have led to accusations of extremism and insensitivity,
alienating potential allies and mainstream feminist groups. The article also notes that
the movement has faced internal conflicts, with co-founder Oksana Shachko's death
ruled a suicide.
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