e The Study of Religion and History

Religion Volume 3 issue 2 (2024)

andHistorH ‘ .
www.srhjournal.com

ISSN(Print): 3006-3329 ISSN(Online): 3006-3337

THE IMPACT OF DIGITAL MEDIA ON LANGUAGE
EVOLUTION

Nabeela Sharif
M.phil Scholar, Department of English, University of Okara, Okara, Pakistan.
nabeelsharif263@gmail.com
Sabahat Ul Arooj*
M.Phil English Literature Scholar, Ripha International University Faisalabad Campus.
ssabahat243@gmail.com
Amna Bibi
M.phil scholar, Riphah International University Faisalabad Campus.
bamna7153@gmail.com
Agsa Bibi
M.phil Scholar, Department of English, University of Okara, Okara, Pakistan.
mujtabaagsa8@gmail.com

Abstract:

The rapid expansion of digital media, which has altered how people communicate
around the world, has had significant effects on language evolution. Platforms like
social media, messaging apps, and online forums have facilitated the spread of
language innovations, involving new vocabulary, syntax, and expressing styles. This
study investigates the constantly evolving relationship between language and digital
media, looking at how technological environments encourage linguistic creativity,
simplify language, and contribute to the emergence of new dialects and digital spoken
language. Additionally emphasized issues with linguistic homogeneity and
degradation in the digital era. By looking at these trends, the study provides insights
into how language development will proceed in the future and how it will affect
communication, education, and cultural identity.

Keywords: Electronic media , The evolution of language, Linguistic shift,Online correspondence

,Innovation in Language , Words used on social media ,Terminologies used in digital Language and

technology.

INTRODUCTION:

This paper examines the association between digital media and language change. It is
interested in how people create new ways to use language on the internet that can take the
shape of memes, emojis, acronyms and new sentence patterns. It also examines how digital
spaces not only create language differences but also similarities around the world. In the
meantime, certain worries can be voiced about other adverse consequences, including high
levels of standardization of language or the decline in traditional reading and writing skills. In
this discussion, we shall see a clear image of how the digital media is changing the only form
of language itself, but also the trend of communication of people.
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The language always evolves with changes in the society, culture and technology. To
mention a few, the introduction of the printing press and the subsequent mass media had
massive influence on language. Digital media is the most influential one today. As the uses of
smartphones, social media and the internet have become common a new language
environment has emerged whereby there is rapid, informal and highly flexible
communication,

Digital media not only alters the pace at which language change occurs, it also alters
language change. In the internet world, individuals have a tendency of coining new terms,
acronym, emoticons and abbreviations to help them communicate faster and easier. These
new forms of language are spread around the world through memes, hashtags, and viral posts.
Applications such as Instagram, WhatsApp, Tik Tok, and Twitter allow individuals to
collaborate to design and transform language in real time.

Digital media not only changes the rate at which language change takes place, it changes
language change. People make a habit of creating new word, short form, emotive and
abbreviations in the internet world to make it easier and quicker to convey their messages.
Memes, hashtags, and posts that go viral help propagate these new forms of language around
the world. Apps like Instagram, WhatsApp, Tik Tok, and Twitter enable people to work
together to design and transform language in real-time.

It is not only the change in vocabulary. Online grammar, spelling and punctuation are also
evolving. In order to create an emotional impact that is hard to achieve with the traditional
form of writing, individuals are more likely to use shorter sentences, informal grammar, and
other aspects of any visual form of communication, including GIFs and stickers. Researchers
actually discuss an Internet English or Digital Vernaculars a new, hybrid, global language
that incorporates elements of other languages and styles.

Nonetheless, there are positive as well as negative impacts of digital media. It is opening
language innovation to all people, enabling creativity, and also it is challenging the old rules
of the language, exposing the new generation and the old generation to a larger gap and also
it is weakening the strong reading skills. Online communication has led to the government
and schools being unable to balance what online communication is doing creatively with
what deep literacy, critical thinking and coherent expression are requiring.

Any writing in networks is being done through computer technologies which enable either
private or public, asynchronous or near-asynchronous communication between individuals
and groups in various applications or platforms. Despite the fact that these technologies can
be used to support any form of written communication (including professionally produced,
subject-centered and institutionally produced texts), I would argue that normal networked
writing is shaped by four general conditions (Androutsopoulos 2007): (a) it is vernacular,
meaning writing that is not institutional or pro-fessional control; (b) it is interpersonal and
relationship and not subject-oriented,;

(c) it is spontaneous and unplanned; and (d) it is interaction- and dialogical, with.

suppositions of continuous exchange. This is the setting behind the type of new writing that
appeared in pre-Web applications such as personal email, prototype of new writing.

newsgroups then chat rooms, and on to forums, texting, and instant messaging. Written
language that was controlled by such attributes captured the interest and imagination of
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researchers at an early stage.on, and nearly all talk about the changing of language in and
through digital media inquire into networked writing in this definition.

Objectives:

1. Learn about the role of digital communication platforms in shaping language use in the
realms of varied demographics and on-line settings.

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of message communication through digital communication
and how. language responds to new technologies and forms.

3. Discuss digital literature and its influence on literature, language, and the methods of
teaching.

4. Explore the sociolinguistic consequences of online interaction, such as transformations in
social identities, interpersonal relationships and power structures.

Literature Review
1.1: Inguistic Simplification in Digital Communication:
Social media has created a new way of writing that is shorter and faster.

For example, Twitter’s character limit made people use short forms, like “brb” for be right
back or “u” for you (Smith & Jones, 2019; Crystal, 2011). These shortcuts save time and
space but still make sense to readers.

Some platforms, such as Twitter and Snapchat, encourage more of these short forms because
of their word or time limits. In contrast, Facebook allows longer posts, so people use fewer
abbreviations there (Garcia, 2021).

Researchers also note that each platform’s design affects how people use language (Barton &
Lee, 2013). But so far, not much research has compared how these changes happen across
different languages or cultures. This is the gap this review wants to explore.

2.2 The Spread of Neologisms and Viral Language Trends
Social media also spreads new words and expressions very quickly.

On apps like Twitter and TikTok, sharing functions make it easy for new slang to go viral
(Garcia et al., 2021). Words like “lit” or “yeet” started online and later became common
among young people (Tagg, 2015).

These trends spread fast because social media connects people across countries and cultures
(Androutsopoulos, 2014).

The digital technologies explosion has set off the radical change in the language environment
of use. that conditioned the peculiarities of the structure of the language used by people and
emitted its communicative role (Vanathi, 2023). The social media, instant such digital
technologies. messaging, and email have provided an environment, which encourages
language change and adjustment, leading to. in the development of new patterns and regimes
of communication (Han, 2024; Jebaselvi et al., 2023). The accelerated rate of transition to a
digital-based form of communication was especially high during times of crisis such as the
COVID-19 pandemic is a sign that signals the growing importance of the digital. professional
as well as social communication and collaboration skills (Oberlaender & Bipp, 2021). This
transition not only impacted the area of human interaction, but has also impacted the.
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definition of language itself, and research has been done into the influence on language
capabilities and the reverse. aftermath of such a language evolution in the future (Han, 2024).
The emergence of social media tools by their power to share information within a short
period of time and interact. interaction has since become the primary factor that determines
the current trends in language (Dembe, 2024).

Still, researchers don’t fully understand why some new words stay popular while others
disappear. Social media’s role is clear, but factors like the influence of celebrities or meme
culture have not been studied enough (Eble, 2012). Studying these factors can explain why
some online words last longer than others.

Methdology:

This study uses a qualitative method to explore the role of digital media to language change.
Data was collected through a combination of discourse analysis and literature reviews of
digital communication. A sample of social media posts, text messages, online forum posts,
and memes were analyzed to identify linguistic trends and innovation.

The primary interest was English language use by users aged between 16 and 35 years on
social media sites such as Twitter (now X), Instagram, TikTok, Reddit, and WhatsApp. They
were selected because they are trendy and can produce active, real-time language content.

Secondary sources included peer-reviewed journals, linguistic databases, and internet-based
linguistics research.However , themes such as neologism, syntax and code switching were
analyzed.

Findings and discussions:
1. Abbreviations and Acronyms:

One of the most visible consequences of digital media is the popularity of abbreviations like
"LOL" (laugh out loud), "BRB" (be right back), and "IDK" (I don't know). Terms which were
previously considered colloquial have now become commonplace and are interpreted by
speakers in various age brackets and societies. Abbreviations are meant to save time and
space, fitting the pace of digital communication.

2. Emojis and Multimodal Communication

Emojis have become a visual mode of language that augments or even substitutes textual
components. Emojis express tone, emotion, and context that may be lacking in plain text. For
example, a basic message such as "I'm fine" can have fundamentally different meanings
based on which emoji is used in relation to it.

3. Flexibility of Syntax and Grammar

The internet has promoted a more relaxed way of syntax. People tend not to use punctuation,
capitalize to show emphasis, or violate grammatical rules knowingly in order to attain
stylistic purposes. For instance, the use of phrases such as "i can't even™ or "no words." is
syntactically absent but contextually relevant.

4. Linguistic Creativity and Identity

Internet spaces offer fertile ground for linguistic experimentation. Slang words like
"ghosting,” "simp," or "vibe check™ are invented, disseminated, and modified within online
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spaces. These language trends are frequently rooted in group identity, humor, or social
commentary among Gen Z and millennial users.

5. Code-Switching:

Digital code switching (changing the usage of formal and informal use of language) is a
widespread practice. Communication. Informal writing and more formal writing can both be
used in social media by.users who are more formal when talking to a mass audience or use
social media platform. As an illustration, Facebook consumers will use more discourteous
language with informal letters, are shorter and more pleasant to use than the Twitter people
who use even shorter and friendlier words because they have a word-limitation.length of the
character. In WhatsApp message, though there is prevalence in the use of both formal and
non-professional language, dependent on the bond to the recipient (i.e. friends vs.
colleagues).

Part-of-speech tagging

The syntactic is said to start with part-of-speech tagging.analysis. It was suggested as an
independent assignment in early 90 [Church 1988,]. Brill 1992When the large problem of
natural language understanding comes up, [Abney 1996]. is a pool of the tasks which can be
solved independently by. using certain theories, models, and systems. The goal of the task is
to tag a series of words in a part-of-speech. sentence. A part-of-speech (POS) tagger needs to
indicate whether a word is the part-of-speech of a particular word. word Is a noun, is an
adjective, is a verb, etc. The job description is as follows: A POS tagger, given a sentence
s=wl...wn is a function POS.attributes to s a sequence of POS tags: POS(s)= t1...tnThere is
only one possible interpretation of each word wi, i.e. a tag ti. For example, suppose we have a
sentence the boat sinks. The PoS tagger, after Analysis of the entire sentence s= wilw2ws3,
assigns the POS-tags t1=Article, t2=Noun and t3=Verb. The tagger must de-contextualize
words doing a. basic analysis and examination, word by word, of its immediate surroundings.
For example, sinks can be a verb, as well as a noun. This is a decision to be made. using the
context (i.e., "the boat™). With this information the tagger must. make the most probable
judgment. But the PoS tagger is not a sense of word. disambiguator. Homographs with
identical PoS (e.g. the noun bank).PoS taggers do not disambiguate as institution or river
bankPoS taggers play a relevant role in an initial step of analysis because these tools can.
assistance with further modeling of analysis. These PoS taggers can be also were used to
draw the attention to certain word classes only.

Limitations of the Study

All research studies are limited and it is important to keep in mind that to have a better
interpretation of a research. The major limitation of this study is the nature of digital
communication that was analyzed. The analysis mainly involved analyzing posts and
messages on social media and messaging applications (Fischer et al., 2021). Although a good
method of learning what is happening on the internet in day to day life, it fails to capture
other relevant information mediums as emails, online forums and professional networking
sites which might be adopting their own unique language usage practice (Andzani and
Irwansyah, 2023). Because of this reason, the trends detected during the study may not fully
capture all online communication, and the results cannot be applied to all digital platforms
(Grewal et al., 2021). The other is that it was not representative of the communication in
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other places and other cultures so the study does not reflect how digital communication can
change in other parts of the world (Nkansah et al., 2023).

Naveed Rafagat Ahmad is a researcher focused on public-sector governance, institutional
reform, and economic policy. His work emphasizes evidence-based strategies for improving
the performance of state-owned enterprises, particularly in developing economies like
Pakistan. With a strong interest in comparative international models, he analyzes successful
global reform trajectories to identify actionable lessons for Pakistan’s public institutions. His
research aims to support policymakers in promoting efficiency, accountability, and long-term
financial sustainability within the country’s SOEs.

Conclusion:

The influence of digital media on language evolution is not only complicated, but also wide-
ranging. Linguistic innovation, creativity and adaptation have found a fertile ground in digital
media rather than be killed off by them. Examples of the adaptation of speakers to the new
form of media are the abbreviations and emojis, new style of sentences and cross-linguistic
borrowing. In spite of the language standards fears, there is actually a lot of evidence that
speakers still have the ability to code switch between formal and digital languages.

The phenomenon proves that language is not static and is in a state of continuous
development under the impact of technological, cultural and social factors. The ways to
express ourselves will also evolve as the digital media evolve further. Linguists, teachers, and
policymakers must instead fight to understand and apply positive methods to change.

This study enhances our understanding on how. language acculturates to new communicative
environment-how the linguistic innovation is used by users. to be in and consume the
multifaceted terrain of social.platforms. It also narrates the picture of the prevailing trends
and trends in social media culture.New social media keeps developing and changing as
different platforms emerge. branches arise, and we may anticipate continuing linguis-tic
innovation in this area. Continued study of these phenomena will be of value. as a relation to
technology, and the digital age society.
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