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Abstract:

The economic policies of British imperialism transformed colonies into suppliers of raw
materials and captive markets for British goods. In India, this strategy led to the decline
of indigenous industries, agrarian exploitation, and the development of infrastructures
such as mining and monumental buildings that outwardly symbolized progress but in
reality, served Britain’s enrvichment. Artisans and peasants were forced into poverty,
taxation, and unemployment, while colonial elites and British officials thrived.
Dadabhai Naoroji exposed this ceaseless transfer of wealth through his “Drain
Theory”, a vivid testimony to India’s economic decline under colonial exploitation. It
was this injustice and cultural domination that ultimately inspired the nationalist
movement and fueled the struggle for freedom against imperial rule. The study focuses

on the reflection of such imperialism in Travelogue “Sair e Punjab” by Maharaja Sir
Kishin Parshad.
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. ez s—"Poverty of India

British rule transformed India from a thriving manufacturer of

finished goods into a colony supplying raw materials, while at

the same time importing British manufactured products at

exorbitant prices. This deliberate reorientation not only

dismantled India’s indigenous industries but also resulted in a
vast ‘drain’ of wealth from the country leaving it impoverished.”
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The Kolar Gold Fields were not merely a source of gleaming
riches but a poignant emblem of the British Raj’s extractive
economic policies. Here, the relentless pursuit of gold led to
severe exploitation of both natural resources and human labour,
leaving behind a legacy of economic drain and social suffering.”
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