st N The Study of Religion and History
Religion Volume 2 issue 2 (2024)
www.srhjournal.com

and HistorH ‘

ISSN(Print): 3006-3329 ISSN(Online): 3006-3337

K.su,&':&" KU e e u:ﬁ;fté&' of’i.:,/;llbf Lu:"’ﬁ”
1%
A review of practical steps among Muslims based on criticisms
of the Orientalists’ study of the Seerat-un-Nabi %

Dr. Abdul Rahman
A. Lecturer Department of Islamic Studies University of Gujrat, Gujrat Pakistan
Email: onlyimran2010@ gmail.com

Abstract:

This article examines the evolving approaches of non-Muslim biographers in their
portrayals of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Historically, many of these
writers adopted an antagonistic and biased style, resorting to character assassination
and propagating false narratives. They depicted the Prophet in demeaning ways,
portraying him in negative roles in plays and films, and even falsely accusing him of
idol worship—a practice he vehemently opposed.

Over time, this hostile trend has softened, with modern non-Muslim biographers
showing greater interest and a more balanced tone. While some earlier figures like
Thomas Carlyle and Montgomery Watt expressed a change in heart, their works still
twisted the Prophet's virtues into flaws. However, contemporary writers often
acknowledge and openly express admiration for his personality and noble qualities.
Despite this shift, a strong undercurrent of religious bias, or "religious extremism,”
remains prevalent. This bias, fueled by the rapid spread of Islam and the Prophet’s
growing influence, manifests in various ways:

» False Accusations: Authors like Imaduddin Lahiz and G.L. Thakur Das have made
baseless accusations, such as denying the Prophet's prophetic status, questioning
the authenticity of his miracles, and falsely claiming his teachings lacked spiritual
depth.

»  Promoting Their Own Religions: Many biographers aim to prove that Islam is
derived from Christianity and Judaism. They suggest the Prophet learned from
Christian and Jewish sources, like his muezzin Bilal, his adopted son Zaid, and his
wife Maria al-Qibtiyya. This narrative seeks to elevate their own faiths while
undermining Islam's originality.

The article concludes by outlining a response to these challenges. It suggests that the

Muslim community must proactively combat these biases through several measures,

including promoting Islamic education and unity, ending sectarianism, and
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incorporating the Prophet's biography into academic curricula. It also calls for
diplomatic and economic boycotts of nations that condone insults against Islam, the
use of media to present an accurate image of Islam, and translating the Prophet's
biography into various languages to reach a wider, non-Muslim audience.

Keywords: Non-Muslim Biographers, Prophet Muhammad2; Religious Bias, False
Accusations, Islamic Response.
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The sources of the koran are unmistakable Christian, Jewish and Arab heathen.
Hijaz itself has Jewish but no Christian colonies, but had Christian slaves and
merchants. It was surrounded by centres whence Christian ideas could have
radiated into it. The Prophet had two Abyssian slaves, his muezzin, Bilal and
his future adopted son, Zaid. He also had a Christian wife, Marya the copt as
well as a Jewish one, Safiyah born to one of the Medinese tribes he destroyed...
Drawn second-hand from heresay, the Koranic material does not distinguish

between what is canonical and what is not.12
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Muhammad and the Rise of Islam, p:9'!
Hitti Philip K, Islam and the West, A Historical, Culture Survey, D.Van Nost and 12
Company Ine, New Jersey, 1962, P:14
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Muhammad had recently introduced some new practices. As aresult of the night
journey, perhaps, Muslims now prayed facing the direction(Qiblah) of
Jerusalem, reaching out to the holy city of the people of the Book. Muhammad
has introduced Mus’ab to hold a special prayer meeting on Friday afternoon
while the Jews were preparing for their Sabbath, and to fast with the Jews on
Yom Kippur. Muslims would now praying in the middle of the day, as the Jews
did, and observed the modified version of the Jewish dietary laws, similar to
those adopted by the early Christians. Scholars used to think that Muhammad
introduced these new devotions in order to appeal to the Jews of Yathrib, but

this view has recently been challenged. Muhammad would not have expected

the jews to convert to his religion, because they had their own revealed din.'*
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Arm Strong, Karen,Muhammad A Prophet for our time, Harper Collins Publishers, New '*
York, 2006 P:95,96
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